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Archi

e Nakh-Dagestanian (North-East
Caucasian), Lezgic

e spoken in a conglomeration of closely
situated villages in the highlands of

Dagestan, Russian Federation

e about 1300 speakers, but the number

is dwindling
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Archi verbal system

Verbs: stative and dynamic
Statives: closed class, one stem, limited number of non-finite forms

Dynamic verbs: simple and complex
Simple verbs: closed class of 164 verbs

Complex verbs: open class, lexical part + simple verb



Simple dynamic verb:

4 stems (and imperative):

Table 1. Simple dynamic verbs, verbal stems:

PERFECTIVE | IMPERFECTIVE | POTENTIAL INFINITIVE IMPERATIVE
‘cool down’ |o'réu o'réu-r o'réu-qi o'réa-s o'réa
‘divide’ q’'o q’'a-r q"'o-qi q’*a-s q’'a
‘soften’ a:q’'u a«nHg’tu-r - |a:qu-qi a:q’*a-s a:q’*a

PFV, IPFV and POT can be used as independent words and as stems, i.e. serve as

morphological bases for other forms (converbs, participles, mood forms )




Production of imperfectives

The perfective stem is the least complex form; the imperfective is produced from it.

Some verbs form the imperfective just by adding suffix -r to the perfective stem:

(1) Type 1:suffix -ronly: 18

perfective stem |imperfective stem | meaning
ak:u ak:u-r see

k’a K'a-r die
ars:u ars:u-r crumble
herg'u herg'u-r go
ery:'u ery:‘u-r SCO0p
kio kio-r give




cv
k'a
kio
ko

XO

Verbs of Type 1:

VCv
ak:u
ars:u
éry:'u
irk:u
o'réu
ors:u

cvCev
babc'u
baby:‘u
barhu
dabtu
darq'u
dubqu
goby:u
he'rs:u



Some verbs form the imperfective by -r and a stem vowel change:

(3) Type la: suffix -r and vowel change: 21

perfective stem |imperfective stem | meaning

co ca-r praise

q’o q’*a-r divide

X:0 Xia-r get up

X0SO0 Xasa-r tear

sesu sesa-r roast (grain)
dubt:u dubd:a-r sew




cv
co
c'o
¢o
gu
ki'u

{10
q"o
g'u
S:0
SO
tu
X:0
X O

Verbs of type 1a:

cvev(cv)
boq"é
dubt:d
g'oc'o
sak:u
sésu
X0SO
goroy:u



Some verbs form imperfectives by employing a circumfix «r-r:

(5) Type 2: formation of the imperfective by circumfix only: 42 out of 164

perfective stem |imperfective stem |meaning
a:q’tu arqg’u-r soften
e'Cu e« éu-r sharpen
ot:u o« 4Iu-r be silent
dey:‘u de«r>y:fu-r grind
jarhu ja<ryhu-r winnow
{zox'u {rocoytu-r mix

The infix <r» can never realise the imperfective by itself, it has to do it in combination
with the suffix -r.



(6)
Vcv
a:g"u
a:'su
artu
ac'u
ak'u
atri
at'u
ax:u
ax'u
é'¢u
é'hu
ekiu
eki'u
eku
ék'u

Verbs of type 2:

édu
éqg:'u
ésu
éx:u
éxu
oc:'u
ok:u
okidu
ot:u
4g:"u
4'Su
ot:u

cVcv
buktu
cag'u
cok'u
dakdu
daqg"u
déx:*u
doku
gay:‘u
g¥aqg:'u
jarhu
jarxu
k{'okt'u
$:6x"u
x"Vét:u

10



Some verbs form imperfective by employing the circumfix together with the vowel

change:

(7) Type 2a: circumfix and vowel change: 24

perfective stem imperfective stem | meaning
acu arca-r milk

ahu arha-r think
0g'a o« q'i-r go

0X:a O« IyXIi-r take away
oka o<rHki-r take along
cayu ca<ryya-r throw

11



Vcv
a:c'u
acu
acu
akiu
ag:'u
aqg'u
arhu
as:u
asu

Verbs of type 2a

at:u
4 Vq
ax:'u
axu
écu
éd:u

/

oka
4q:"'a
4g'a
ox:a

cVev(ev)
bijet:u
béc:'u
bat:és:u
caxu
k¥asu
x:Va:k'u

12



For some verbs the formation of the imperfective involves, besides the circumfix, change
of the consonant

(9)  circumfix and consonant change: 9

perfective imperfective meaning
Vev akdi aHkir leave
exdi eryi-r burn
edi e«H>q’i-r deliver
odi o« q’i-r mount a horse
osdi o< Ci-r stop
cvev(cv) dat:i da«oti-r clear up (of weather)
daxdi da<ryyi-r beat up
k"ekdi kWe<rskzi-r spin
kWek:isekdi kWek:ise<r>kzi-r walk

13



Is it really (always) circumfix?

The behaviour of <r in three-syllable verbs shows that there it is a suffixal rather than a

prefixal infix:

(10)

three-syllable verbs:

perfective imperfective meaning
bat:es:u batiers$:ia-r fulfill
bijed:u bije<r>¢:a-r begin
k"ek:isekdi kWek:ise«rki-r walk

14



Some verbs form imperfectives by circumfix, reduplication and vowel change:

(11) circumfix, rdp, vowel change: 4 (non-nasal)

perfective |imperfective

Xa xe<ryi-r win
sa’ SeSr§i-r rot
ga qge«rqi-r get cold

q’*ak’a q’*ek’enk’i-r | get lost




(12) Verbs where perfective and imperfective have equal morphological
complexity: 15

perfective imperfective meaning

asni a<nsin measure

ark™ni ark™in scrape

art'ni art'in gnaw

aryni ary:in scatter

ba'kini ba'kiin press

da‘$ni da*rsin cloud up

ekt'ni e«rkt'in perform ablution
eq™ni e«rng™in prick

eq™'ni eHra*iin give a start

All of these verbs are historically complex verbs containing the verb bos ‘say’ in its
nasalised version -mus, which can be seen in the infinitive

16



(13) Verbs with simpler imperfective stem: 12

x:tet:é x:ta-r turn over
é'e'nné’ ¢'a’n press
ceré Ca-r roast
C'et:é C'u-r enter

jas set:é jas su-r be in a hurry
kienné kian pull
kunnée k"an eat
{et:é $1a-r paint
g'uré q“a-r dry
S:et:é SIu-r take, buy
set:é sal boil

teré ta-r curdle
xullé x"al die out

All these verbs have an irregular infinitive suffix -bus which is not considered an
instantiation of the verb bos ‘say’ (Kibrik 1977: 69-70).

17



(14) circumfix, rdp, vowel change: 7 out of 164 (nasal)

perfective imperfective meaning
s:enné s:ems:in melt

c'enné c'émc:'in sift

kunné kukin gorge, devour
{zunnée :"émidiin flee

g"“unné q"iémaq"in count
$re'nné’ $:é"'ms:in mix knead

X:enné X:emy:in knit

18



Realisation of agreement

Archi verbs agree in gender and number (GN) with their absolutives. All the examples
above were shown in the form of fourth gender singular which has zero marking, but
the other three genders employ the overt GN affixes: prefixes and infixes:

(1)  Verbal agreement

Prefixes Infixes

SG PL SG PL
| W- | (W)
I d- b- I e b>
Il b- Il b»
IV 1) ? W D> D>

19



Verb agreement: morphological types

(2)

Prefixal agreement: acu ‘milk’

PERFECTIVE IMPERFECTIVE INFINITIVE IMPERATIVE
SG PL SG PL SG PL SG PL
| | uwcu W-a<r>ca-r W-aca-s W-aca
b-acu b-a<r>ca-r b-aca-s b-aca
Il |d-acu d-a«r>ca-r d-aca-s d-aca
I | b-acu b-a<r>ca-r b-aca-s b-aca
acu a<rca-r aca-s aca
IV | acu a<rca-r aca-s aca

20



(3)

Infixal agreement: caxas ‘throw’

PERFECTIVE IMPERFECTIVE INFINITIVE IMPERATIVE
SG PL SG PL SG PL SG PL

|| cucwaxu |cacbyyu | cacwrya-r ca<w’xa-s ca<w»ya

X X X ca<brya-r X cacbrxa X cacbrya
Il | ca<ryyu ca<rya-r ca<rya-s ca<ryya
Il | ca<byyu ca<byya-r ca<byya-s cacbrya

cayu ca<rya-r caya caya

IV | cayxu ca<rya-r caxa-s caya

21



(4)

Mixed agreement ayas ‘lie down’

PERFECTIVE IMPERFECTIVE INFINITIVE IMPERATIVE
SG PL SG PL SG PL SG PL
|| acwoyu w-a<ryya-r aW)HXa-S w-axa
A a<boryu A b-a<ryxa-r A a<brya-s L b-axa
Il [a<ryu d-a«rya-r a<rya-s d-axa
[ a<boryu b-a<ryya-r a<brya-s b-axa
axu acrya-r axa-s axa
IV |axu acrya-r axa-s axa

The verbal agreement infixes demonstrate typologically unusual behaviour: infixation in

Archi is ‘frivolous’, that is, it is not phonologically conditioned (Yu 2007: 41-42)

(Chumakina & Corbett 2015).

22



Gender infixes in the imperfective

(5)  caxas ‘drop’, imperfective

SG PL
| cacworya-r ca<byya-r
I ca<rxa-r
1l ca<byxa-r ca<rya-r
1V ca<nxa-r

The gender-number infixes «<w» in gender | and <b» in gender lll clearly replace part of
the circumfix

And this indicates that the same happens in gender |l

23



(6)

caq‘u
cayu
cak’u
dakiu
dag:’‘u
daxdi
day:‘u
gay:'u
goroy:u
g¥aqg:’u

Verbs marking agreement by infix: consonant-initial, non-monosyllabic, 19:

fill

throw

PISS

cover, shut
lockup
beat up
grind

take off
rol|

gather

jarx'u
k"asu
k"ek:isekdi
k"ekdi
{ox'u
q’i'jdi
g“ekni
sak:u
x:Va:k'u

dig
must
walk
spin
mix
Sit
flay
look
search

24



Archi imperfective formation conforms to both micromorphology hypotheses as
formulated by Stump (2017):

- The realisation of the imperfective by the circumfix is an instance of affix-oriented
formulation: In the most adequate description of a language’s morphology, an affix may
be morphologically complex, i.e., a combination of other affixes.

- The placement of the overt GN marker is an instance of rule-oriented formulation,
as the inflected form is a result of a conflation of two rules of affixation, the placement

and the choice of the aspectual marker and the placement of the gender-number
marker.
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